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to be a subject all his life; and therefore could not be
too much abased by education, and trained to patience
and obedience. That supreme law, the reason of
state, demanded this preference, for the safety and
happiness of the kingdom, of the elder over the younger
brother. His mind for this reason was purposely nar-
rowed and beaten down, and his natural docility and
gentleness greatly assisted in the process. He was
quite formed to be led, although he had enough judg-
ment left to choose the better of two courses pro-
posed to him, and even to express himself in good
phrase, when the slowness, not to say the laziness of
his mind did not prevent him from speaking at all.
His great piety contributed to weaken his mind; and,
being joined to very lively passions, made it disagree-
able and even dangerous for him to be separated from
his Queen. It may easily be conceived, therefore, how
he loved her, and that he allowed himself to be guided
by her in all things. As the Queen herself was guided
in all things by Madame des Ursins, the influence of
this latter was all powerful.

Soon, indeed, the Junta became a mere show.
Everything was brought before the King in private,
and he gave no decision until the Queen and Madame
des Ursins had passed theirs. This conduct met with
no opposition from our Court, tut our ministers at
the Court of Spain and the Spanish ministers here soon
began to complain of it. The first to do so were
Cardinals d'Estrees and Portocarrero. Madame de
Maintenon laughed at them, and Madame des Ursins,
of whom they were old friends, soon showed them
that she did not mean to abate one jot of her power.